SRI AUROBINDO

Conditions were now favourable to the
formation of the Nationalist Party of which
Sri Aurobindo was a prominent leader. He
was also its principal leader in action in Bengal
and the organiser of its policy and strategy.
He had decided in his mind the lines on which
he wanted the country's action to run: what
he planned was very much the same as was
developed afterwards in Ireland as the Sina
Fein movement, but Sri Aurobindo, as some
have represented, did' not derive his ideas
from Ireland, for the Irish movement came
into prominence later and he knew nothing
of it till after he had withdrawn to Pondi-
cherry,

Sri Aurobindo had now to establish and
generalise the idea of independence in the
mind of the Indian people and at the same
time to push first a party and then the whole
nation into an intense and organised political
activity which would lead to the accomplish-
ment of that ideal. His idea was to capture
the Congress and make it an instrument of
revolutionary action instead of a centre of a
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